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Addrefied  to  the  Right  Honourable 

William  Beckford,  Efq; 
Lord  Mayor.  • 

CONCERNING 

LORD  BUTE 


AND  A 


F, 


A  C  E. 


Not  in  a  thtnfand  find  we  one, 

Who  really  weighs  what's  jaid  or  done, 
‘They  deal  out  cenfure,  or  give  credit. 
Merely  jrom  him  who  did  or  find  it , 

Churchill. 


L  O  N  D  O  N  : 

\ 

Printed  in  the  Year  mdcclxii. 


A 

LETTER 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

William  Beck  ford, 

4 

Efq;  Lord  Mayor. 

'  My  Lord, 

HOSE  many  good  quali- 
1  ties  which  diftinguifh  the 
character  of  your  Lordfhip, 
makes  it  a  great  happinefs  for  the 
nation,  that  you  fhould  at  this  cri¬ 
tical  time,  be  the  chief  magiftrate 
of  this  metropolis. 


We 


(  4  ) 

We  may  my  Lord,  with  great 
reafon  expert,  and  even  make  our- 
feives  lure,  that  you  will  exert  your 
known  abilities  for  the  fervice,  and 
for  the  real  good  of  your  country  in 
general,  without  the  leaf!:  partiality 
to  any  fide.  We  are  confident  you 
will  do  the  utmoft  in  your  power 
to  eftablifh  a  perfeft  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  court  and  the  city  ;  for 
nothing  can  be  really  more  agreeable 
to  both,  than  unanimity.  A  good 
underftanding  between  all  parties 
muff  certainly  conduce  to  the  good 
of  the  whole,  and  if  they  aft  in 
concert  with  one  another  we  fhall, 

I  hope,  always  have  reafon  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  attempts  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  and  to  think  ourfelves  a  happy 
people. 


It 


(  s  ) 

•  ^ 

It  is  a  pity,  and  a  very  great  pity 
my  Lord,  that  this  city,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  £hould  be  lo  much  prejudiced 

againft  the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  for  he  is 

» 

abfolutely  known  to  be  a  man  of 
the  greateft  talents  for  minifterial  af¬ 
fairs  that  we  ever  had  :  and  what  is 
equally  valuable  he  always  has  pre¬ 
fer  ved  a  character  hardly  to  be  e- 
qualled  for  goodnefs  efpecially  by  the 
nobility.. 

It  is  well  known  that  when 
his  Lordfhip  was  in  very  indif¬ 
ferent  circumftances,  fuch  as 
would  fcarce  maintain  him  with 
the  greateft  frugality,  he  was  above 
the  mcannefs  oi  corruption ;  and 
palled  his  days  with  an  unblemilh- 
ed  reputation  :  paying  his  debts  and 

giving 


(  6  ) 

giving  to  every  one  their  due  with 
the  ftri&eft  honour  and  exadnefs ;  a 
great  proof  of  goodnefs !  which,  I 
am  forry  to  fay,  very  few  of  the  no¬ 
bility  do  give. 

His  Lordihip  is  a  man  of  very 
great  learning,  few  equal  to  him 
in  that  refped ;  fewer  equal  to  his 
integrity  in  the  tranfadion  of  private 
and  minifterial  affairs :  and  I  may 
affert  with  the  greateft  truth,  that 
it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  be  more 
attached  to  the  intered:  of  his  fove- 

reign ;  and  to  the  wellfare  of  his  ma- 

* 

jefty’s  fubjeds  than  what  Lord  Bute 
is.  Then  allowing  this  to  be  true,  as 
it  really  is,  what  reafon  have  we  to 
blame  his  majefty  in  the  choice  of 
his  minifter  ? 


No- 


(  7  ) 

Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  give 
us  a  greater  proof  of  his  majefty’s 
found  judgment,  and  of  his  affec¬ 
tion  for  his  fubjedts  than  the  choice 
he  has  made  of  fo  able,  fo  upright, 
and  fo  uncorrupt  a  minifter  as  his 
Lordfhip  really  is,  and  can  there  be 
a  greater  proof  of  the  Earl’s  abilities 
and  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  di! po¬ 
rtion  than  that  which  he  has  given 
us  in  his  part  of  the  education  of 
his  majefty,  who  is  univerfally  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  of  a  moft  amiable  dif- 
pofition,  and  poffeffed  ot  fuch  vir¬ 
tues  and  talents,  as  are  not  to  be 
equalled  by  any  prince  of  his  years  ? 

Can  we  blame  a  fovereign  for  con¬ 
ferring  honours  on  a  perfon,  and  for 
putting  a  confidence  in  one  who  has 


given 
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(  8  ) 

given  fuch  ftrong  proofs  of  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  royal  perfon,  and  who 

is  fo  well  qualified  to  promote  the 

\» 

happinefs  of  his  people  ? 

►  ►  » 

•  r*  e- 

Do  not  we  in  private  life  con¬ 
fide  in  people  in  proportion  to  the 
knowledge  we  have  of  them  ?  A  fin- 
cere  friend,  or  an  honeft,  faithful, 
and  able  fervant,  is  a  great  treafure  ; 
fcarce  to  be  found :  his  majefty  is 
-fenlible  of  it  ;  and  therefore  very 
prudently  honours  the  Earl  of  Bute  : 
who,  not  in  my  opinion  only,  but 
in  that  of  many  who  have  known 
his  Lordlhip  for  numbers  of  years, 
is  inferior  to  none  in  abilities ;  fii- 
perior  to  molt  in  the  proper  exertion 
of  them ;  and  there! ore  is  a  valua¬ 
ble  man  and  fit  for  a  prime  minifter. 

As 


I 


(  9  ) 

*-\a  lo  much  has  been  wrote  and 

v  *  .1 

faid  to  the  prejudice  of  this  noble 
Lord,  your  Lordfhip  may  probably 
be  furprized  that  I  fhould  venture 
to  oppofe  the  fentiments  of  the  ma¬ 
ny  that  think  indifferently  of  that 
nobleman ;  but  that  wonderment  will, 
no  doubt  ceafe,  when  your  Lordfhip 
confiders  that  what  I  mention  in  this 
epiftle  is  really  fad:. 

I  would  afk  the  moft  prejudiced 
perfons  againft  the  Earl  ol  Bute  if  the’ 
can  give  one  tingle  inflancc  of  bac 
management  during  the  time  of  his 

o  o 

adminiflration  ?  I  would  afk  the  moft 
partial  for  the  late  minifler  [who 
cannot  hear  of  any  thing  that  makes 
in  favour  of  Lord  Bute]  if  they  can 
give  any  proof  of  mifcondud?  I  de- 

B  fv 


(  IO  ) 

iy  any  perfon  whomfoever  to  fay  they1 
can  give  the  leaft  inftance  thereof. 
Then  why  is  he  blamed  for  fuppo- 
fitions  that  enter  into  peoples  heads, 
they  cannot  tell  why  ? 

« 

His  Lordfhip  had  the  ear  of  his 
majefty  before  he  was  a  minifter; 
and  no  doubt  had  great  influence  : 
can  it  be  faid  with  truth  that  he  made 
an  ill  ufe  thereof?  No  ;  he  never  a- 
bufed  the  confidence  repofed  in  him  ; 
but  gave  his  advice  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  he  thought  would  be  moll 
conducive  to  the  happinefs  of  Great 
Britain. 

\ 

i  \ 

Is  it  not  then  a  thoufand  pities 
my  Lord,  that  fuch  a  valuable  per- 
fon  ihould  be  calumniated  and  ill- 

treated 


s 


(  11  ) 

treated  in  the  manner  he  has  been  by 
a  people  whofe  intereft  and  welfare 
he  really  has  at  heart,  and  whofe  fu- 
i  ture  fafety  and  happinefs  he  is  la¬ 
bouring  to  fecure  by  a  good  and 
honourable  peace  ? 

When  people  are  prejudiced  they 
feldom  adhere  to  reafon ;  they  repre- 
fent  things  in  a  falle  light,  and  arc 
willing  to  hear  and  to  magnify  all 
that  is  faid  againft  the  perfon  they 
dillike;  without  giving  equal  atten¬ 
tion  to  what  may  make  in  his  favour  ; 
and  without  weighing  one  thing  with 
another  in  the  fcale  of  juftice :  for  as 
Churchill  very  juftly  oblerves, 

Not  in  a  thoufand  find  we  one , 

JV> ho  really  weighs  what’s faid  or  dotie , 
Tfhey  deal  out  cenfure,  or  give  credit , 
Merely  from  him  who  did  or  faid  it. 

B  2  this 


(  13  ) 

this  has  been  the  cafe  with  refpe£t  to 
Lord  Bute  ;  and  this  metropolis  in 
particular,  has  railed  againA  him 
chiefly  on  the  account  of  his  being 
born  of  Scotch  parents :  not  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  allow  be  can  poflibly  have  any 
virtues,  much  lefs  bepoflefledof  quali¬ 
fications  neceflary  to  make  him  an 
able,  faithful,  and  uncorrupt  ftatef. 
many  becaufe  he  is  not  of  Englifh 
defcent.  But  what,  in  the  name  of 
God,*  has  the  place  of  nativity  to  do 
with  the  qualities  of  the  native  ?  Is 
it  not  as  poflible  that  a  perfon  born 
in  Scotland,  or  in  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  be  equally  as  honeft,  as  good,  and 
as  perfect  in  every  fhape,  as  if  he 
was  born  in  England  ?  I  do  not  fee 
the  reafon  why  not ;  I  that  am  Eng- 
lifli  born  and  a  citizen  think  fo,  and 

all 


(  *3  ) 

all  unprejudiced  people  undoubtedly 
think  the  fame  ;  and  wifh  with  me, 
that  Lord  Bute  may  continue  at  the 
head  of  the  miniftry  to  promote  the 
happinefs  of  this  nation  :  which  I  am 
confident  he  will  compleat,  if  he 
keeps  at  the  head  of  minifterial  af¬ 
fairs. 


It  mull,  my  Lord,  be  a  great  ia- 
tisfadion  to  this  nobleman  to  refled: 
that  the  oppoiition  he  has  met  with, 
proceeded  chiefly  from  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  times,  for  he  certainly 
has  made  himfelf  many  enemies,  e- 
fpecially  about  court,  on  the  foie  ac¬ 
count  of  his  being  uncorruptible ;  and 
for  oppofing  the  maxims  of  thofe  that 
are  corrupted  :  therefore,  when  1  con- 
fider  my  Lord,  the  real  goodnefs  of 

this 


(  *4  ) 

this  minifter,  it  gives  me  no  fmall  mi- 
eafinefs  to  think  that  he  fhould  be  ill- 
ufed  without  the  leaf!;  reafon  in  the 
world  ;  and  even  by  thofe  who  have 
no  knowledge  of  him ;  who  are  fo 
prejudiced  againft  his  Lordfhip  that 
they  will  not  allow  themfelves  time 
to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  things  : 
they  fet  out  with  a  firm  belief  that 
all  that  relates  to  him  mufl  be  bad, 
and  fo  they  go  on  at  random,  with¬ 
out  knowing  what  they  blame  him 
for  ;  and  without  knowing  the  reafon 

of  their  complaint  and  diffatisfac- 
tion. 

If  they  are  determined  to  accufe 
him  let  a  reafon  firfl  be  afligned  for 
it  and  let  him  not  be  condemned 
only  for  fuppofitions  which  may  be 

as 


s* 


■■■■■■ 


(  r5  ) 

as  different  from  the  real  ffate  of 
things  as  the  day  is  from  the 
night. 

There  is  none  but  would  think  it 

a  very  hard  cale  to  be  condemned 

* 

without  a  reafon  being  firft  afligned 
for  it ;  then  why  will  they  pafs  fuch 
a  fentence  on  Lord  Bute,  and  de¬ 
clare  him  guilty  before  they  know 
what  he  has  done  ?  Let  us  be  gene¬ 
rous,  or  at  leaf!  charitable,  and  do  as 
we  would  be  done  by . 

I  will  all  ow  my  Lord,  that  all  due 
honour  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Pitt 
for  his  fervices ;  but  God  forbid,  that 
he  fhould  be  the  only  good  and  able 
perfon  in  the  nation  for  minifterial 
|  affai  rs :  I  hope  there  are  many  others 

who 


(i  6  ) 

ho  will  do  honour  to  their  king  and 
country  ;  then  let  us,  I  lay,  give  to 
every  man  his  clue^  and  not  permit 
one  perfon  to  engrofs  every  good 
quality  and  every  merit,  which  others 
may  be  equally  deferving  of. 

We  may  do  juftice  to  Lord  Bute, 
without  diminifhing  the  merits  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  has  had  his  fhare  of  praife ; 

•  f  , 

and  there  is  very  great  reafon  to  allure 
ourfelves  that  his  Lordlhip  will  gain 
the  approbation  of  this  country  in  an 
equal  or  fuperior  degree.  He  has 
laid  a  good  foundation  for  our  efteem, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  but  will  be 
well  eftablillied  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  all  when  the  terms  of  peace  are 
made  public  ;  as  1  hope  it  will  then 
appear  that,  notwithftanding  all  that 

has 


(  *7  ) 

has  been  faid  againft  his  condudt 
without  knowing  why,  it  was  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!;  reafon,  and  that  he  has 
been  indefatigable  in  promoting  the 
fafety  and  welfare  of  his  majefty’s  do¬ 
minions. 

i  i 

It  the  terms  I  have  heard  com¬ 
municated  are  genuine,  which  I  do  not 
doubt,  I  am  confident  my  Lord, 
the  whole  nation  will  be  pleafed 
therewith ;  for  I  think  them  very 
honourable  and  advantageous  lor  us. 
They  are  to  be  laid  before  the  parlia¬ 
ment  very  foon,  which  is  a  great  in- 
■  ftance  or  his  majefty’s  condefcenfion, 

who  thereby  gives  the  nation  a  farther 
proof  of  his  readinefs  to  do  every 

thing  confident  with  prudence  to 
eafe  the  minds  of  his  iubjedis,  and 

C  to 


f  18  ) 

to  promote  their  happinefs ;  for  who 
ever  is  acquainted  with  our  confti- 
tution  mull;  know  that  the  power  of 
making  war  and  peace  is  entirely 
the  pi  erogative  of  the  crown. 


From  the  time  of  his  majefey’s  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  crown  to  this  day,  we 
always  have  had  lufficient  realon  to 
allure  ourlelves  that  he  would  never 
acquieice  in  any  one  mealure,  but 


what  was  calculated  for  the  real 
good  of  his  liibjedfs  j  therefore  I  think 
my  Loro,  n  we  know  when  we  are 
happy,  we  fhould  think  ourlelves  fo 
now  j  and  blels  providence  lor  give- 
ing  us  fo  excellent  a  lovereign,  and 
10  valuable  a  minifler,  to  prelerve  us, 
our  rights  and  our  liberties. 


Al- 


(  19  ) 

Although  Lord  Bute  has  been  ill 
treated  by  the  city,  it  is  evident  he 
is  a  fincere  well  wither  thereto  ;  and 

that  he  has  too  good  and  too  gene- 
ious  a  heart  to  relent  thofe  injuries 
that  with  lo  much  profulion  have 
been  heaped  upon  him  :  for  if  he 
had  not  he  would  not  have  honour¬ 
ed  your  Lordfnip’s  feaft  with  his  pre¬ 
fence;  which  rightly  confidered  is 
no  (mail  favour  from  a  prime  mini- 
fter  of  England  ;  who  confcious  of 
no  guilt  could  expect  no  ill-treat¬ 
ment,  and  therefore  accepted  with 
pleafure  of  your  invitation.  But 
how  was  he  ufed  by  the  mob,  &c  ? 
In  a  manner  which  it  is  a  fname  to 
relate.  Had  he  been  one  of  the 
greateft  enemies  of  the  nation;  an 
invitation  of  fo  public  a  kind  intitled 

C  2  him 

\ 


\ 


1  # 

I  ' 

'  (  2°  ) 

him  to  protection,  and  urbanity  ; 
what  then  was  he  intitled  to  as 
prime  minifter  of  the  nation  ?  A  dif¬ 
ferent  ufage  to  that  he  met  with,  and 

be  it  mentioned  with  fharne. 

* 

I  hope  it  will  be  the  laft  affront 
that  will  be  offered  to  my  Lord  Bute, 
and  that  we  fhall  ail  very  foon  with 
reafon  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  his 
Lordfhip  and  as  great  an  efteem  for 
him  as  he  deferves,  which  I  am  con¬ 
fident  is  all  that  he  defires.  Then, 
I  do  not  doubt,  but  our  regard  for 
him  will  be  equal  to  our  opinion  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  other  perfon  let  him 
be  who  he  will: 

As  to  the  peace  which  I  have 
mentioned,  I  hope  the  more  reafon- 

ablc 


(  ) 

able  and  thinking  part  of  the  na- 
tion  will  not  call  it  a  bad  one,  be-r 
caufe  wc  do  not  keep  all  our  acqui¬ 
sitions  ;  for  that  cannot  be  done  with 
prudence,  even  if  our  enemies  would 
allow  it. 

-  I  .  K  >  *  . 

When  the  trading  part  of  the 
people  talk  of  the  neceffity  of  keep¬ 
ing  all  our  conquefts,  as  being  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  trade,  they  general¬ 
ly  conlider  only  the  intereft  and  the 
conveniency  of  fome  particular  per¬ 
forms,  without  conlidering  the  public 
good  in  general :  if  they  were  to  know 
the  immenfe  fums  that  the  nation 
would  expend  annually  to  garrifon 
and  protect  each  fettlement,  and  coni- 
pare  thofe  vaft  fums,  and  the  confe- 
quences,  with  the  advantages  they 

think  would  arife  from  keeping  them, 

with 


(  22  ) 

with  as  much  exaciine/s  End  nicety  es 
they  calculate  the  htUEtion  of  one  niar- 
ket  with  thst  of  Enother  /or  the  diipo- 
fsl  of  their  merchandize,  they  would 
foon  fee  that  it  is  not  confiftent  with 
the  intereft  of  this  nation  to  keep  all 
our  acquifitions  :  nor  can  any  man 
in  his  right  fenfes  think  it  prudent 
to  continue  the  war  at  a  great  ex- 
pence  of  blood  and  treafure  with  ma¬ 
ny  other  difagreeable  confluences, 
when  a  peace  can  be  obtained  on  rea- 
fonable  terms. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  fubferibe 
mylelf,  with  the  greate/l  re  Ip  eel. 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Lordfhip'  $ 

Moft  humble , 

0 

Moft  devoted ,  and 
Moft  obedient  Servant , 

Strand, 

Nov.  19,  1762. 

Frederick  Hopewell. 
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